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14  WESTMINSTER AND PIMLICO

Lawrence worked in a simply 
furnished attic, which he declared 
�the best-and-freest place I ever 
lived in�, and where �nobody has 
found me . . . despite e�orts by callers 
and telephones�. His hideout was 
located above the o�ce of architect 
Herbert Baker (1862�1946), who 
recalled that Lawrence was largely 
nocturnal, and �refused all service 
and comfort, food, �re or hot 

water�; he �ate and bathed when 
he happened to go out� and kept 
chocolate � �it required no cleaning 
up, he said� � for emergency rations. 
Baker added: �We who worked in the 
rooms below never heard a sound; 
I would look up from my drawing-
board in the evening sometimes to 
see him watching, gnomelike, with a 
smile; his smile that hid 
 a tragedy.�
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